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The Grounded Theory Method [GTM] comprises a systematic, inductive and comparative approach for conducting inquiry for the purpose of constructing theory. The method is designed to encourage researchers in persistent interaction with their data, while remaining constantly involved with their emerging analyses. Data collection and analysis proceed simultaneously and each informs and streamlines the other. The grounded theory method builds empirical checks into the analytic process and leads researchers to examine all possible theoretical explanations for their empirical findings. The iterative process of moving back and forth between empirical data and emerging analysis makes the collected data progressively more focused and the analysis successively more theoretical.


The Grounded Theory Method [GTIVI1 comprises a systematic, inductive and comparative approach

	Not simply descriptive/narrative

Inductive - as opposed to deductive
Comparative – comparing incidents


for the purpose of constructing theory

	Reaction against deriving hypotheses from existing grand theorists

Novice researchers encouraged to develop their own ideas
The method is designed to encourage researchers in persistent interaction with their data, while remaining constantly involved with their emerging analyses
Research is not speculative -'immaculate conceptualization'  (Barney Glaser)
It is grounded in the data


Data collection and analysis proceed simultaneously and each informs and streamlines the other. The grounded theory method builds empirical checks into the analytic process and leads researchers to examine all possible theoretical explanations for their empirical findings.

The iterative process of moving back and forth between empirical data and emerging analysis makes the collected data progressively more focused and the analysis successively more theoretical.


Barney Glaser & Anselm Strauss

	Glaser
	PhD at Columbia; influence of Paul Lazarsfeld
	Strauss
	Based at Chicago - influence of Chicago School of Sociology and Symbolic Interactionism
	G H Mead; Robert Park



Discovery of Grounded Theory

	Core text-1967

Earlier work in 1965 Awareness of Dying
Also 'Discovery of substantive theory: A basic strategy for qualitative analysis'
3rd person - Jean Quint


Key innovative features - challenged methods orthodoxy

	the 'arbitrary divisions between theory and research';

viewing qualitative studies as preparatory for more rigorous quantitative work;
viewing qualitative research as less legitimate and non-scientific;
viewing qualitative studies as impressionistic and unsystematic;
the separation of data collection from its analysis;
seeing the only possible outcome of qualitative research as 'descriptive case studies rather than theory development'.


Grounded Theory Research: Methods and Practices

	Pre-eminent Qualitative Research Method

GTM - A Contested Concept
Glaser & Strauss and beyond; Masters and Apprentices

Pre-eminent Qualitative Research Method


	Most widely used/claimed research method

67% of all qualitative research papers
But treat this with some caution
Popularity began in late 1980s and early 1990s with Strauss' Qualitative Analysis and Strauss and Corbin's Basics of Qualitative Research


GTM - A Contested Concept

	Split between Glaser and Strauss
	Following publication of Basics of Qualitative Research Strauss & Corbin

Glaser produced his own response Basics of Grounded Theory Analysis 
	claimed classic GT
	1990s - development of other forms of GT
	Particularly Constructivist GT
Kathy Charmaz 'constructivist versus Objectivist'
Antony Bryant 'ReGrounding Grounded Theory'


Glaser & Strauss and beyond; Masters and Apprentices

	Initial GT users
	University of California San Francisco

Strauss' Doctoral Programme
	1990s
	Strauss - influence in German speaking world
Strauss & Corbin
Glaser's GT Institute & Seminars


The Handbook

	Barney Glaser

Eleanor Covan
Susan Leigh Star
Phyllis Stern
Adele Clarke
Margaret Kearney
Virginia Olesen
Norman Denzin
Stefan Timmermans
Bruno Hildenbrand
Coding
Memo Writing
Formal GT
Abduction
Grounding Categories
GT and Action Research


A Celebration of Difference?

Two important, and related, issues arise in this regard:
	First, to what extent are statements about methods prescriptive, advisory or heuristic?

Second, at what point do the differences between variations outweigh the similarities?


GTM as a Family of Methods

	Wittgenstein: 'consider for example the proceedings that we call games ...[to] look and see whether there is anything common to all'

'we can see how similarities crop up and disappear. And the result of this examination is: we see a complicated network of similarities overlapping and criss-crossing: sometimes overall similarities.'

GTM as a Family of Methods
GT Paradoxes & Perplexities; Complexities & Conundrums

	What is grounded in GTM: The categories, the concepts, or the theory?

Data
Induction Deduction Abduction
GTM - Simple yet Skilful
Codes, Categories, Concepts
Theoretical Codes, Coding Paradigms
Verification & Validation
Using the literature
GTM & SI
GTM and Sociological Theory and Practice
Serendipity & Theoretical Development
Diagrams
Writing GT
Use of Support Software
In Conclusion - GTM is about developing grounded theories


Clarification of key terms

	Code

Data
Memos
Pragmatism
Abduction
Serendipity

Code

	What is a code? A code sets up a relationship with your data, and with your respondents - Star

Codes in grounded theory are such transitional objects. They allow us to know more about the field we study, yet carry the abstraction of the new - Star
Codes capture patterns and themes and cluster them under an evocative title Lempert
Essential relationship between data and theory is a conceptual code - Haltan


Data

	For me, the beauty of the method lies in its everything-is-data characteristic; that is to say, everything I see, hear, smell, feel about the target as well as what! already know from my studies and my life experience are data. I act as interpreter of the scene I observe, and as such I make it come to life for the reader. I grow it. - Stern

flexible guidelines for data collection and data analysis, commitments to remain close to the world being studied, the development of integrated theoretical concepts grounded in data that show process, relationship, and social world connectedness Denzin
Problem of staying too close to the data - codes simply summarize the data, and we then produce far too many codes – Locke
The assumption that data exist is common to Durkheim and Glaser & Strauss - Covan


Memos

	If data are the building blacks of the developing theory, memos are the mortar Stern

Memos are uniquely complex research tools. They are both a methodological practice and a simultaneous exploration of processes in the social worlds of the research site. Memos are not intended to describe the social worlds of the researcher's data, instead, they conceptualize the data in narrative farm. Remaining firmly grounded in the data, researchers use memos to create social reality" (Richardson 1998:349) by discursively organizing and interpreting the social worlds of their respondents Lempert
When memo-ing o topic analytically, the researcher generates a set of categories, contrasts, comparisons, questions, and avenues for further consideration which ore more abstract than the original topic - Lempert

Pragmatism

	… an American philosophical tradition that views reality as characterized by indeterminacy and fluidity, and as open to multiple interpretations. Pragmatism assumes that people are active and creative. In pragmatist philosophy, meanings emerge through practical actions to solve problems and through actions people come to know the world. Pragmatists see facts and values as linked rather than separate and truth as relativistic and provisional.



Abduction

	a type of reasoning that begins by examining data and after scrutiny of these data, entertains all possible explanations for the observed data, and then forms hypotheses to confirm or disconfirm until the researcher arrives at the most plausible interpretation of the observed data.

A rule governed way to knowledge - Reichertz
Something unintelligible is discovered in the data, and on the basis of the mental design of o new rule the rule is discovered or invented and, at the some time, it also becomes clear what the case is. The logical form of this operation is that of abduction. Here one has decided (with whatever degree of awareness and for whatever reasons) no longer to adhere to the conventional view of things. - Reichertz


Serendipity


	Glaser (1998) describes the 'subsequent, sequential, simultaneous, serendipitous and scheduled' (p.15) nature of grounded theory. - Holton

Reading widely opens a researcher to serendipitous discovery of new theoretical codes from other disciplines. - Holton
This procedure of theoretical sampling in no way interferes with a salient aspect of qualitative research: being ready for the serendipitous opportunity. - Wiener

Constructivist grounded theory

the key innovation of the past decade

	recognizes and retains the strengths of the method itself, while engaging with the philosophical debates and developments of the past 40 years

offers clear guidelines for examining how situations and people construct the studied phenomenon
moves the method further in to the interpretive tradition


the constructivist approach

'...acknowledges that grounded theorists construct situated knowledge reflecting how their respective research relationships arise in specific situations. Similarly constructivist grounded theorists attend closely to the historical moment, social structures, and situations in which their research participants are embedded.'


One of the key criticisms of GTM is that it is 'quick and dirty'- but in its new constructivist form it has strengthened its claims and should now be considered to be 'practical and productive'.



